
Academic Learning Services, 68 PLC, 346-3226 
http://a ls.uoregon.edu 

 
SAMPLE SYLLABUS 

 
ALS 199:  Public Speaking 

CRN  20222--WI NTER 2007Ñ 123 LLCN 
Weeks 7-9, Tues/Thurs. 2-3:20 

 
Jennifer Geller 

jgeller@uoregon.edu 
drop in for office hours T 12:00-1:30 or R 8:15-10:00 

or make an appointment through ALS: 346-3226, 68 PLC 
 
 
Course Descr iption: 
 
This course is designed to help you make effective presentations in academic settings, both as an 
individual and as part of a group.  You will learn the process of preparing, organizing and 
delivering a speech.  We will also learn about different types of speeches, anxiety reduction and 
use of visuals while speaking.   
 
Requirements: 
 
Attendance—Your presence and participation are necessary in order to make this course 
successful for you and your learning community.  Because of the nature of this course, time in 
class is essential not only for content delivery by the instructor, but also for class participants’ 
completion of assignments.  Each class meeting represents a big piece of the overall course.  If 
you have difficulties getting to class, whatever the reason, please let me know.  You are 
responsible for any missed work or information.  I f you miss more than one class meeting, you 
will not receive credit for the course.   
 
Assignments—In addition to assigned readings, students will complete three assignments for this 
course.  These assignments are (1) an analysis of a historically important speech; (2) a persuasive 
speech (2-3 minutes); and (3) an informational speech (4-5 minutes).  Additional information 
will be provided about each of these assignments by the instructor and on the class Blackboard 
site. 
 
Grading: 
 
This is a one-credit, pass/no pass course.  Your individual assignments will receive feedback that 
includes an overall assessment in one of the following categories:  exceeds expectations (EE), 
meets expectations (ME), approaches expectations (AE), or does not meet expectations (DNME).  
In order to pass the course, your work must meet or exceed expectations. In addition, all 
assignments must be completed, and you may miss no more than one class meeting. 
 
I am interested in working with you individually and helping you learn in the way that suits you 
best.  Please come see me during office hours or after class if you need accommodations or have 
concerns about particular aspects of the course.   

 



Expectations for Class Participation: 
 
One of my goals for this course is to create a safe environment for all students to test their public 
speaking skills.  Creation of this type of environment will require that the instructor and all class 
participants behave courteously.  Basic standards of courtesy for this class include listening to 
the person addressing the class, without engaging in other tasks.  The following are examples of 
behaviors that do not conform to basic standards if done while someone is talking to the class:  
using a computer for any purpose not related to the class, working on other schoolwork, and text-
messaging. 
 
In addition, all students are asked to adhere to standards that demonstrate respect for others and 
allow participants to express diverse opinions.  Standards which help us create such an 
environment are articulated in the University of Oregon’s Affirmation of Community Standards: 

The University of Oregon community is dedicated to the advancement of knowledge and 
the development of integrity. In order to thrive and excel, this community must preserve 
the freedom of thought and expression of all its members. The University of Oregon has a 
long and illustrious history in the area of academic freedom and freedom of speech. A 
culture of respect that honors the rights, safety, dignity and worth of every individual is 
essential to preserve such freedom. We affirm our respect for the rights and well-being of 
all members.  

We fur ther  affirm our  commitment to:  

 Respect the dignity and essential worth of all individuals. 

Promote a culture of respect throughout the University community.  

  Respect the privacy, property, and freedom of others.  

  Reject bigotry, discrimination, violence, or intimidation of any kind. ·   

Practice personal and academic integrity and expect it from others.  

  Promote the diversity of opinions, ideas and backgrounds which is the lifeblood of the 
university. 

 
 

 



Schedule of Class Topics/Assignments 
 

Day Topics/Activities Br ing/Read 
Tuesday, Feb. 20 Introductions 

 
Qualities of a Good Speech 
 

 
 
For the next class:  
Complete Famous Speech 
Analysis & short reading on 
the Blackboard site (under 
“Course Documents”). 
 

Thursday, Feb. 22 Process of Preparing a Speech 
Speech Organization 
Speech Delivery 
Reducing Anxiety 
Persuasive Speaking 
 

Famous Speech Analysis 
Assignment Due. 
 
Read short article on 
Blackboard site prior to 
class.   
 
Prepare for next class:  
persuasive speech, 2-3 
minutes. 
 

Tuesday, Feb. 27th Persuasive Speeches 
(2-3 minutes) 

Students will give short 
persuasive speeches on 
assigned topics. 
 
For next class:  read articles 
on Blackboard site, under 
“Course Documents.” 
 

Thursday, March 1st Additional Types of Speeches 
Polishing Speeches 
Group Work 
Use of Visuals 
 
 

Read articles on Blackboard 
site prior to class. 
 
 
For next class:  Prepare 
informative speeches. 
 

Tuesday, March 6rd Informative Speeches 
(4-5 minutes) 

 
 

Thursday, March 8th 
 

Informative Speeches 
(4-5 minutes) 

 
 

 
 


